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TRACK 11 

CHAPTER 11 

The Final Outcomel 

The front door is open, so they go in and explore every corner 
of the house but there is no sign of Stapleton. 

One of the rooms is locked. Holmes breaks down the door and 
the three men see not only a vast collection of butterflies, but also 
a pillar2 in the centre of the room and a woman, tied to3 it with a 
towel4 on her mouth. It's Mrs Stapleton, who, desperate and full 
of bruises, 5 bursts into tears. For a moment, they look at her in 
amazement, then, in a minute, they set her free. 

"Is Sir Henry safe?" asks the woman. 
"Yes," answers Holmes. 
"And the hound?" 
"It is dead." 
"Thank God!" she says, satisfied. 
"If you have helped your husband in doing evil, 6 now help us 

find him," Holmes tells her. 
"His hiding place is an old mine7 on an island in the Grimpen 

Mire where he kept his hound." replies the woman. 
The fog is so thick that no pursuit is possible at the moment. 
Detective Lestrade stays with Mrs Stapleton, while Holmes 

and Watson go back to Baskerville Hall with Sir Henry, who at last 
learns the truth about the woman he loves. 

Dr Mortimer has to care for him8 because he is shocked after 
the night's adventure. 

The following morning isn't foggy, so they can go to the 
Grimpen Mire with Mrs Stapleton on her husband's tracks.9 Out 

1 outcome: esito 
2 pillar: pilastro 
3 tied to: legata a 
4 towel: 

5 bruises: lividi 
6 evil: male 
7 mine: 
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8 has to care for him: 
deve prestargli le sue 
cure 

9 tracks: tracce 





of the slime10 something dark is projecting.11 It's the old black shoe 
that disappeared in London, certainly used to put the hound on Sir 
Henry's tracks, certainly thrown 12 into the bog by Stapleton when 
he ran away. The new brown shoe, which he stole first, was useless 
for that purpose and he gave it back. Now, that cruel, cunning13 and 
dangerous man is certainly buried14 in the mud15 because there are 
no footsteps beyond a certain point. Instead, the men find traces of 
the hound that Stapleton kept on the island. 

What happens in the following weeks? 
Sir Henry makes a long journey with Dr Mortimer to recover 

from the shock. 
Sherlock Holmes and Watson are busy with a succession of 

difficult and important cases, but, at last, they can relax and find 
the opportunity to discuss the details of the Baskerville mystery. 
Holmes's clear and logical mind goes back to the past and thinks 
about the course of events. 

So, in the quiet of the sitting room in Baker Street, Sherlock 
Holmes tells Watson that Stapleton was a son of Rodger Basker
ville, Sir Charles's brother who fled to America. 

With his wife, Stapleton moves from America to England, 
where he establishes a school that, however, falls into discredit. 
So, he decides to get rid of16 the two heirs, Sir Charles and Sir Hen
ry, that are between him and the valuable family estate, in order 
to come soon into possession of it. He is ready to use any tool! He 
establishes his home near Baskerville Hall and cultivates a friend
ship with Sir Charles. When he hears of the legend of the hound, he 
buys a dog and makes it diabolical by artificial means. Sir Charles 
is superstitious and his heart is weak, so, when he sees the mon
strous creature, he dies from a heart attack. 

Then, Stapleton reaches the second heir, Sir Henry, arrived in 
London from Canada. With a false beard, he follows Dr Mortimer 
to Baker Street, to the station and to the Northumberland Hotel. 

10 slime: melma 
11 is projecting: sta 

spuntando 
12 thrown: gettata 
13 cunning: astuto 
14 buried: sepolto 

15 mud: 16 get rid of: liberarsi di 
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His wife understands his murderous plans and sends a message to 
Sir Henry to warn him. When he understands that in London he 
has no chance of success, he goes back to Dartmoor, where a ser
vant is caring for the dog. Suddenly, however, his wife turns against 
him. She is ready to betray17 him and ruin his plan. That's why he 
ties her up when Sir Henry goes to Merripit House for dinner. 

Stapleton is cunning, but he can't escape his fate and, in the 
end, he has his punishment. 

"And now, my dear Watson, I think we can turn our thoughts 
to more pleasant subjects ... " says Sherlock Holmes. 

17 betray: tradi re 
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